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Molasses in the 1700s was very popular for making rum, and it

generated much money or revenue for British owned manufacturers.

The Molasses Act of 1733 was introduced by Britain to put a tax or

tariff on molasses if manufactured by other countries such as France,

Holland, and the Spanish West Indies. Their prices for molasses was

comparatively cheaper. In order to compensate and protect the

monopoly Britain enjoyed they ordered colonial merchants to pay a

tax of six pence per gallon on imported molasses. This caused

Britain’s molasses to be competitive in price even if it was done by

imposing the tax. In 1764, British Parliament revised the Molasses

Act which was about to end and introduces the Sugar Act.
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How was molasses and sugar manufactured? The origins of molasses

manufacturing seems to be deeply buried almost as though society

wants to keep it a hidden and shameful secret. The truth was very

wicked. During the 1600s, slave traders started carrying people from

Africa to the Caribbean. The slaves were sold for barrels of molasses.

The barrels were then shipped to the colonies, where it was made into

rum. Some of the rum was shipped back to Africa to purchase more

slaves. This was called the “Triangular Trade” -- rum, slaves and

molasses. This arrangement was extremely profitable for some

colonists and countries such as Britain, Spain and France.
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The following is from an article called Molasses to Rum to Slaves

written by Jean M. West. The author wrote: “By the 1700s, New

England distilleries were producing millions of gallons of cheap rum

to supply traders with rum that could be exchanged for slaves. Once

the slave ships arrived in Africa, merchants could buy adults for 110-

130 gallons of rum or children for about 80 gallons. Rum cost as little

to produce as five and a half pence per gallon; in 1746, a slave could

be purchased for about £5 (8) and auctioned in the West Indies for

£30-80. Rhode Island alone dominated between 60-90 percent of the

exchange rum trade with its Guinea Rum. Slave traders owned and

operated 30 rum distilleries in Newport whose casks they loaded onto

over 150 slave ships. It is estimated that the slave traders of the

single city of Newport, Rhode Island, exchanged rum for over 106,000

Africans. Once brought to the islands, the enslaved would produce

sugar, yielding molasses to distill into rum to exchange for more

slaves, in a vicious cycle of profit.”

(www.researchgate.net/publication/265289259_Sugar_and_Slavery_Molasses_to_Rum_to_Slaves)
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The Sugar Act of 1764 was a tax

passed by the British to pay for the

Seven Years War, also called the

French and Indian War in America. It

taxed sugar and decreased taxes on

molasses in British colonies in America

and the West Indies. It was Britain’s

hope to reduce the chances for

smuggling. The purpose of lowering

the tax on molasses was to induce

importers to buy molasses from British

colonies instead of smuggling it from

competing French and Spanish

colonies. The Sugar Act also increased

enforcement of smuggling laws. The

Sugar Act and Molasses Act were

among the first taxes for colonists to

generate revenue for Britain. The

Sugar Act was repealed in 1765 due to

anger from the colonists. However, the

British Parliament instead imposed

what is known as the Stamp Act.
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"THE SLAVE TRAFFIC TO BRAZIL, 

EVENTUALLY ACCOUNTING FOR 

ABOUT FORTY PERCENT OF THE 

TRADE, GOT UNDERWAY AROUND 

1560. SUGAR DROVE THIS TRAFFIC, 

AS AFRICANS GRADUALLY 

REPLACED THE AMERINDIAN LABOR 

FORCE ON WHICH THE EARLY 

SUGAR MILLS HAD DRAWN OVER 

THE PERIOD 1560 TO 1620.“
HTTP://WWW.EMERSONKENT.COM/HISTORY_

DICTIONARY/SLAVERY_AND_ABOLITION.HTM

http://www.emersonkent.com/history_dictionary/slavery_and_abolition.htm


T H E  S T A M P  A C T

A few questions that will be answered in this booklet

include: 1) What caused the Stamp Act? 2) How did the

colonists react to the Stamp Act? 3) What did the Stamp

Act do? 4) Why was the Stamp Act significant? 5) How

did the colonists resist the Stamp Act? 6) Was the Stamp

Act good for some people? 7) And ultimately, how did the

Stamp Act lead to the American Revolution?
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When the French and Indian War (also referred to as

the Seven Years War) ended in 1763 with the signing of

the Treaty of Paris, much money or debt was owed.

While Britain declared victory and gained much land in

North America, the country also incurred a huge debt.

How did this happen and to whom was the money

owed? On one hand, the British stepped in to protect the

colonists from the French soldiers and on another, the

British soldiers protected the colonists from attacks by

the American Indians who did not want to share the

land around the River Valley. It is estimated the French

and Indian War cost Britain £70,000,000 or

approximately $90,000,000.00 in U.S. Dollars. This large

sum doubled Britain’s national debt to £140,000,000 or

$180,000,000.00 in U.S. Dollars. It is estimated the

British Army cost the country approximately £300,000

or $400,000 U.S. per year. The soldiers had to be paid,

and Britain owed much money to the army.

W H Y  T H E  S T A M P  A C T ?
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Once the war ended, the King of England and members of

Parliament believed colonists needed to help out with the debt

owed to the British army and it’s soldiers. They felt the best

way to get money from the colonists was to introduce a tax. It

was called the Stamp Act. But what specifically was the

Stamp Act and how did it affect the colonists? The colonists

were expected to purchase specialty paper that was embossed

and produced in England. The paper was to be used for all

forms of newspapers and legal documents including wills and

deeds, pamphlets and even playing cards.

T H E  S T A M P  A C T
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What are your thoughts regarding this situation? Was if fair of

Britain to expect the colonists to pay for the army’s protection?

Do you think because the colonists came from Britain and were

settling the land in North America – claiming the new land for

England, the army owed the colonists protection? If you were the

King of England would you have done that?

P L A Y I N G  C A R D S
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The money collected from the tax was not expected to pay for the

colossal war debt. But, the Stamp Act was used as a show of Britain’s

power and dominance over the colonies. The king wanted to make

clear to the colonists that Britain was sovereign over them and

therefore had the right to tax the colonists.
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What was the reaction of the colonists? They were very angry. Why?

It was the first internal commercial tax against the colonists. The

colonists did not like the idea of Britain having control over them to

impose a tax. They believed only their own government had the right

to charge a tax since the colonists no longer lived in England, but

lived an ocean away. Secondly, the colonists believed the Stamp Act

was unfair since they did not have any representatives in the British

government and therefore no voice to object to it. The colonists

believed it was against their British rights to be taxed without

representation as this denied them their rights as British subjects.
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An example of the colonists anger was demonstrated in their

treatment towards Andrew Oliver, a wealthy merchant and politician

living in Boston, Massachusetts. He was from Britain and it was his

responsibility to collect the money for the Stamp Act. The angry

colonist mobs targeted him. They stuffed and made a fake body to

represent Oliver and hung it from an elm tree. Later, after the sun set

the mob paraded the fake body throughout the streets of Boston and

then decapitated it in front of his house. The mob hurdled rocks at his

windows terrorizing his family. The colonists didn’t dislike him

personally, but who and what he represented. As a result, Andrew

Oliver resigned the next day.
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As an act of protest, Benjamin Franklin who ran a

newspaper called the Pennsylvania Gazette printed a

cartoon showing an image of Britain greatly maimed and the

destruction of its colonies, thus declaring the Stamp Act was

a no-win solution. An outcry burst forth from the colonists,

and clever men such as Franklin found ways to get around

the Stamp Act. For example, he produced his newspaper with

the masthead stating “No Stamped Paper to be Had,” thus

getting around the law without actually breaking it. thus able

to subvert the law, legally, while still supplying his customers with "the

news."
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Another cartoon by Franklin shows a snake cut into eight

sections. Each section represented one of the American

colonies. It was originally used to unite the colonies

against the “management of Indian relations” during the

French and Indian War. But, later the cartoon was

recycled and used as a symbol of the eight colonies

uniting against Britain after the Stamp Act was passed.
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Terrorizing the tax collectors was not the only action taken by the

outraged colonists. They ransacked the home of Andrew Oliver’s

brother-in-law and stripped it of furniture, doors, paintings, silverware

and even the slate on the roof according to The Stamp Act Riots by

Christopher Klein (cited from www.history.com/news/the-stamp-act-

riots-250-years-ago). In addition, the colonists boycotted and prevented

British ships from docking and unloading the stamp papers. Many riots

broke out along the seaports in the colonies. On a political level, a secret

group of men representing the nine colonies joined together and

“traveled to New York to attend the Stamp Act Congress, which drafted

a Declaration of Rights and Grievances that affirmed that only colonial

assemblies had the constitutional authority to tax the colonists”. This

secret group became known as the Sons of Liberty.

Primary image from www.constitutionfacts.com/us-declaration-of-independence/sons-of-liberty/
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Another secret group was formed to protest the Stamp Act. It was

organized by women and they called themselves The Daughters of

Liberty. One such woman was Sarah Bradlee Fulton. She was referred to

as the “mother” of the Boston Tea Party who spied for George

Washington and owned a membership card to The Daughters of Liberty

secret organization. The boycotts against British goods included textiles

or fabrics, so the Daughters of Liberty organized large spinning bees in

their homes to create homemade fabrics. The Daughters of Liberty

became important to the boycott as women were the ones who mainly

purchased items for their families and home.
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Where once a stuffed dummy or effigy of a British tax collector by

the name of Andrew Oliver hung from a tree branch, a year later,

at the same place there was a great celebration. Why? The

colonists’ protests against the Stamp Act reached the ears of the

British merchants and government, and the colonists were

victorious in overturning the Stamp Act. Instead of a fake body

representing a tax collector dangling from the tree, now lanterns

glowed from the tree’s branches signifying victory. The tree became

famous and was soon referred to as the Liberty Tree. However,

incredible as this may sound, ten years later in 1776, British

soldiers and colonists loyal to the crown of England took axes and

chopped down the famous tree!
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After the Stamp Act was repealed Britain did not give up. They

introduced another act to show the colonists Britain still had

supreme sovereignty. The very same day the Stamp Act was

nullified, British Parliament introduced the Declaratory Acts, that

stated Britain had all political power and authority over the

colonies in North America as in Great Britain..

Parliament had directly

taxed the colonies for

revenue in the Sugar

Act (1764) and the

Stamp Act (1765). As

the years passed the

colonists grew more and

more dissatisfied with

Great Britain. Colonists

desired their freedom

above everything else.

Eventually the colonists

quest for independence

from Britain lead to the

American Revolution in

1765.
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